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The TED experience

In 1984 it began as a gathering focused on technology, entertainment and design. Today, TED presents ideas worth spreading in any discipline. The format is 
fast-paced with an immersive program of speakers and performers, extraordinary exhibits, and evening events that spark conversation among the remarkable 
people gathered.

For our upcoming conferences we'll be tapping into the resources of an expanded curatorial group and going all-out to bring you visibility into the key 
developments driving this future, from jaw-dropping AI to glorious new forms of creativity to courageous advocates of radical social change. We'll include critics 
and skeptics, but also the quiet heroes driving ideas we can rally around. And through it all, we'll seek an exciting and insightful way forward.



3

The Sapling Foundation

TED is owned by The Sapling Foundation, a 
private non-profit, established in 1996 by Chris 
Anderson with the goal of fostering the spread of 
great ideas. Core to this goal is a belief that there 
is no greater force for changing the world than a 
powerful idea. 

• Every year The Audacious Project identifies 
jaw-dropping ideas with the potential to spark 
change and seeks to achieve goals of global 
impact, with over $400 million going to 2018 
projects. 

• TED.com allows the great ideas shared at TED 
to be easily accessible anywhere in the world, in 
more than 100 languages. TEDx supports the 
creation of independent TED-like events in 
communities around the world.

The profits made by the TED conferences are 
directed toward these initiatives, through the 
Sapling Foundation, and welcomes contributions 
from those who share its philanthropic goals.
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TEDWomen 2018 - Showing up 

Established in 2010, TEDWomen has sparked 
some of the most iconic moments at TED. In Palm 
Springs, California, TEDWomen 2018 will be no 
different. 

TEDWomen will celebrate how our dynamic and 
diverse community is showing up to face 
challenges head on, all while empowering each 
other to shape the future we all want to see. 

The conference includes six sessions of Talks, two 
evening events, lunches, breaks, workshops,  
meeting spaces, exhibits, and opportunities to 
connect. 
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TED2019 - Bigger than us 

The flagship conference returns to Vancouver in 
April 2019 with five days of programming 
including 11 sessions and other surprises. 

For TED2019 we’re joining a search for deeper 
meaning. Exploring technologies that evoke 
wonder and tantalize with superhuman powers. 
Discovering the inspiring possibilities that happen 
when we ask what ideas are truly worth fighting 
for, worth living for. 

2019 will feature tours and bucket-list worthy 
experiences, dinners and networking events. 
Between speaker sessions attendees will explore 
the social spaces taking in exhibits, and food + 
beverage offerings. 
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TEDSummit 2019 - Community beyond borders   

Beyond the talks online exists a global community 
of people that are interested in ideas that can 
improve the world. 
 
At TEDSummit, we invite the global yet close-knit 
community of TED, to gather for a week of 
performances, workshops, activities, and 
future-planning. 

The attendees are your on-the-ground organizers 
of TEDx events worldwide, they are the TED 
Fellows with world changing ideas, and they are 
the long-time supporters of TED. It is a week to 
be inspired, to create, and to excite.  
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Demographics

World-influencers and innovators

Expect to be surprised by who you find at TED. From rock stars to rocket scientists, you never know who you’ll meet next. TED’s success is based on the 
extraordinary effect of bringing together some of the world’s most remarkable people. The result? Unexpected connections. Startling insights. Powerful 
inspiration.

Meet the TED community

Expect to be surprised by who you find at TED. 

From rock stars to rocket scientists, you never know who you’ll meet next. TED’s 
success is based on the extraordinary effect of bringing together some of the 
world’s most remarkable people. The result? Unexpected connections. Startling 
insights. Powerful inspiration.
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Demographics

World-influencers and innovators

Expect to be surprised by who you find at TED. From rock stars to rocket scientists, you never know who you’ll meet next. TED’s success is based on the 
extraordinary effect of bringing together some of the world’s most remarkable people. The result? Unexpected connections. Startling insights. Powerful 
inspiration.

Meet the TEDWomen community

The richness of TEDWomen is generated by the 
diverse array of women from around the world 
who join us. To try to define this group is to fully 
realize the incredible range of endeavors women 
are engaged in today. 

● TEDWomen attendees are steering some of 
the world’s largest enterprises and sparking 
and incubating new ventures destined to 
join them.

● They are deep thinkers and thought 
leaders, shaping the conversations in their 
sectors where they work and the cities 
where they live.

● They are creators and makers, highly 
engaged by the culture… writers, artists, 
filmmakers, photographers, poets, patrons. 

including
Professional Services

Media / Entertainment
NGO/Nonprofit

Science/Research/Medicine
Tech/Electronics

Finance/Investment/Banking
Education

Consumer Goods
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Partnerships

TEDsters know that we do our due diligence sourcing the 
best foods, products and beverages to offer at the 
conference. 

Attendees look forward to trying the newest products 
available. They are especially excited when their new 
favorites can be found near home.  

Your brand will be positioned just right at TED. Signage is 
prominently placed at all activations ensuring high visibility. 
Our professional photographer will make sure you have a 
few photos of your product at the conference. 

TED is also happy to have your press releases or social 
media announcements approved through our media and PR 
team, with at least one weeks notice.
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The TED experienceWine and Beer Partners

After a long day of sessions, workshops, activities -- 
attendees celebrate the great community that is TED! 

At each evening event we like to feature multiple 
varietals and different appellations. Typically we ask for 
two varietals of wine, or two selections of beer from 
each partner. 

Displayed proudly on each bar, with accompanying 
signage at the entrance to the events you can trust the 
attendees know what they are drinking. 

Put your best glass forward! 
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Demographics

World-influencers and innovators

Expect to be surprised by who you find at TED. From rock stars to rocket scientists, you never know who you’ll meet next. TED’s success is based on the 
extraordinary effect of bringing together some of the world’s most remarkable people. The result? Unexpected connections. Startling insights. Powerful 
inspiration.

Thank you.

conferenceops@ted.com


